Windows Magnifier: A-to-Z Features and Settings
Windows Magnifier is a built-in screen magnification tool in Windows 10 and Windows 11. It requires no extra download or purchase and is available on most Windows computers, including locked-down devices in schools, libraries, and workplaces where installing software is restricted. Magnifier offers three view modes: Full Screen, Lens, and Docked. It also works with other Windows accessibility features, including Narrator, contrast themes, and color filters. This guide provides an overview of Magnifier features and settings.
Automatically open
Screen magnification can be set to start automatically when the device turns on, either before or after sign-in, so Magnifier is ready each session without being opened manually.
Start Magnifier before sign-in and Start Magnifier after sign-in are available in Settings > Accessibility > Magnifier.
Browser zoom
Browser zoom is a built-in feature in browsers such as Chrome, Edge, and Firefox that enlarges content on a single webpage without using a separate screen magnifier. Most browsers support zoom up to 400% or 500% and can remember the zoom level for each site. It can be used alone for moderate magnification or alongside Windows Magnifier for higher levels.
· Use Ctrl + Plus (+), or hold Ctrl while scrolling with the mouse wheel, to zoom in a browser.
· Most browsers include a Default zoom or Page zoom setting that applies a consistent zoom level across websites.
· Ctrl + 0 resets browser zoom to 100%
Color filters
Color filters change how colors appear on screen to improve clarity, increase contrast, and reduce eye strain. Windows Magnifier does not include its own color filter settings. Instead, Windows provides system-wide color options that work alongside Magnifier.
· Windows 11 Contrast Themes: Settings > Accessibility > Contrast themes. Four built-in themes (Aquatic, Desert, Dusk, Night Sky) can be further customized. Toggle with Left Alt + Left Shift + Print Screen.
· Windows 11 Color Filters: Settings > Accessibility > Color Filters. Options include Grayscale, Inverted, Grayscale Inverted, and three color blindness filters. Toggle with Windows logo key + Ctrl + C.
Docked view
Docked view shows magnified content in a fixed area of the screen, usually along the top, bottom, left, or right edge, while the rest of the screen stays at its original size. This helps users follow details while keeping the overall layout visible.
· Press Ctrl + Alt + D to switch to Docked view.
· The magnified region appears at the top of the screen by default
· Drag the dock's edge to resize the docked region
Eyestrain
Eye strain and visual fatigue are common for low-vision users who spend long periods on a screen. Windows includes several built-in features that can improve comfort when used with Magnifier. A low-vision specialist or vision rehabilitation professional can help tailor these settings to individual needs.
· Night light (Settings > System > Display > Night light) reduces the amount of blue light emitted by the display by shifting screen colors toward warmer tones, which can ease eye strain especially in the evening. Strength and schedule are both adjustable.
· Dark mode (Settings > Personalization > Colors > Choose your mode > Dark) replaces light backgrounds with dark ones across Windows and supported apps, reducing screen brightness for users sensitive to bright white backgrounds.
· Contrast themes (Settings > Accessibility > Contrast themes) apply higher-contrast color schemes system-wide and can be combined with Magnifier.
· ClearType Text Tuner (search "Adjust ClearType text" in Start) keeps text crisp and readable, reducing strain from poorly rendered characters at high magnification.
· Text size scaling (Settings > Accessibility > Text size) enlarges system text independently of the display scale, so a lower magnification level can be used overall.
· Display scaling (Settings > System > Display > Scale) enlarges the entire interface at the OS level, reducing how much additional Magnifier zoom is needed.
· Focus sessions (Settings > System > Focus) silence notifications and can incorporate timed breaks, which pair well with the 20-20-20 rule (every 20 minutes, look at something at least 20 feet away for 20 seconds).
· Magnifier's built-in Read from here can read content aloud, giving the eyes periodic rest from visual reading. See the Text to speech section for details.
Full screen
Full screen view enlarges the entire display. It is the default Magnifier view and works well for users who need consistent magnification across applications, though it requires panning when content no longer fits on screen.
· Press Ctrl + Alt + F to switch to Full Screen view.
· Full screen is the default view when Magnifier is first opened
Hotkeys/keyboard shortcuts
Keyboard shortcuts let users control Magnifier quickly without opening menus. Reading shortcuts use a modifier key, set to Ctrl + Alt by default, which can be changed in Settings > Accessibility > Magnifier.
Magnification controls
· Turn on Magnifier / Zoom in: Windows logo key + Plus (+)
· Zoom out: Windows logo key + Minus (-)
· Exit Magnifier: Windows logo key + Esc
· Open Magnifier settings: Windows logo key + Ctrl + M
· Switch to full screen view: Ctrl + Alt + F
· Switch to docked view: Ctrl + Alt + D
· Switch to lens view: Ctrl + Alt + L
· Cycle between views: Ctrl + Alt + M
· Pan: Ctrl + Alt + Arrow keys
· Zoom with scroll wheel: Ctrl + Alt + Mouse scroll wheel
· Temporarily show full screen at 1x: Ctrl + Alt + Spacebar
· Toggle invert colors: Ctrl + Alt + I
· Resize lens: Ctrl + Alt + R (then move pointer to adjust)
Reading controls (modifier key = Ctrl + Alt by default)
· Start, pause, and resume reading: Modifier key + Enter
· Read from a specific location: Hold Modifier key + Left mouse click at the desired location
· Stop reading: Any key
· Read previous sentence: Modifier key + H
· Read next sentence: Modifier key + K
Invert colors
Invert colors swaps light and dark values on screen, usually showing light text on a dark background. This can be applied within Magnifier or as a system-wide Windows setting.
Windows Magnifier
· Toggle invert colors within the magnified view: Ctrl + Alt + I
System-wide (Windows)
· Settings > Accessibility > Color Filters > Inverted; toggle with Windows logo key + Ctrl + C
Keyboard focus
Keyboard focus tracking makes the magnified view follow the selected item automatically, helping keep it visible when navigating with Tab, arrow keys, or other keyboard commands. This is especially useful in forms and menus.
· "Have Magnifier follow" options include Mouse pointer, Keyboard focus, Text cursor, and Narrator cursor, configurable in Settings > Accessibility > Magnifier
· Any combination of these tracking options can be enabled simultaneously
Lens view
Lens view creates a rectangular magnified area that follows the mouse pointer like a handheld magnifier. The rest of the screen stays at its original size, making this view useful for enlarging small areas without changing the overall layout.
· Press Ctrl + Alt + L to switch to lens view
· Lens size is adjustable in Magnifier settings
· Press Ctrl + Alt + R, then move the pointer to adjust the lens height and width
Magnification level (Power)
Magnification level describes how much larger items appear compared with their original 1x size. Higher magnification shows less of the original screen at one time.
· Range: 100% to 1600% (1x to 16x)
· Zoom level is adjusted in increments using Windows logo key + Plus / Minus, or via the Magnifier toolbar
Narrator and screen readers
Screen magnification is often paired with a screen reader for users who benefit from spoken feedback or who experience visual fatigue during extended reading. Magnifier can be used with Narrator and with third-party screen readers such as JAWS and NVDA.
Original view (1x)
Original view is the unmagnified 1x screen. Magnifier includes a quick way to temporarily return to 1x for an overview before zooming back in.
· Ctrl + Alt + Spacebar temporarily shows the full screen at 1x; release to return to the previous zoom level
· Windows logo key + Esc exits Magnifier entirely
Picture/screenshot
Screen magnification affects images in two ways: how pictures are viewed on screen and what a screenshot captures while Magnifier is active.
Viewing pictures with Windows Magnifier
· Windows Magnifier magnifies images displayed on screen, including photos in web browsers, image viewers, and documents, in the same way it magnifies text and other content
· Microsoft Edge: Right-click any image and select Magnify to open a pop-up showing a larger version without loss of resolution, independent of the system screen magnifier
Screenshots taken while Windows Magnifier is active
· In full screen mode, some screenshot tools may capture the magnified region rather than the full original screen; behavior varies by tool. Windows Magnifier is not visible in Snipping Tool.
Quick access
Quick access features let users turn Magnifier on, turn it off, or adjust it without opening Settings.
· The Accessibility menu on the sign-in screen can open Magnifier with one click.
· The Quick Settings panel (Windows logo key + A) can also open Magnifier.
· Windows logo key + Plus (+) turns on Magnifier from anywhere
Resize window
Magnifier can resize its viewing area in Docked and Lens views, giving users control over how much of the original screen remains visible.
· In Docked view, drag the dock edge to resize the viewing area.
· Lens view: Press Ctrl + Alt + R, then move the pointer to adjust height and width
Scaling displays
Display scaling increases the size of text, icons, and interface elements at the operating system level, separate from screen magnification. Using display scaling with Magnifier can reduce the amount of additional magnification needed.
Settings > System > Display > Scale (typically 100% to 350% depending on monitor resolution)
Screen readers and magnification
Screen magnification is often paired with a screen reader for users who benefit from spoken feedback.
· Windows Magnifier can be used simultaneously with Narrator (the built-in Windows screen reader) or with third-party screen readers such as NVDA
· For a fully integrated magnifier and screen reader in a single product, see ZoomText/Fusion
Text to speech
Text-to-speech (TTS) reads on-screen text aloud and can reduce visual fatigue or provide another way to access information while using Magnifier. Read from here is Magnifier's built-in reading feature. It reads text aloud from a selected location in supported applications, including Microsoft Word, Edge, and Chrome.
Windows Magnifier
· Start Read from here from the Magnifier toolbar or by using the keyboard shortcuts listed in the Hotkeys section.
· Start reading from the current cursor location: Modifier key + Enter (default: Ctrl + Alt + Enter)
· Read from a specific location: Hold Modifier key and left-click the desired location (default: hold Ctrl + Alt and left-click)
· Stop reading: Press any key
· Read previous sentence: Modifier key + H
· Read next sentence: Modifier key + K
· The modifier key defaults to Ctrl + Alt and can be changed in Settings > Accessibility > Magnifier, under the Reading section
· Voice and reading speed can be adjusted in Settings > Accessibility > Magnifier > Reading
· Natural (HD) voices powered by Azure AI are available for download in Magnifier voice settings on Windows 11
Other Windows TTS options
· Read Aloud (built into Microsoft Word, OneNote, Outlook, and Edge) reads documents and web pages aloud
· Narrator's Scan Mode can read text in the magnified area without requiring full screen reader navigation
· Microsoft Immersive Reader (in Word, OneNote, Outlook, Teams, and Edge) combines Read Aloud with adjustable text size, spacing, font, and background color
Word processing
Word processors such as Microsoft Word, Google Docs, and LibreOffice Writer are commonly used with Magnifier for writing, editing, and reading documents.
· Use word processor zoom controls (View > Zoom) alongside Windows Magnifier to fine-tune document size without changing the rest of the screen
· Increase the default font size and apply accessible fonts to reduce the magnification level needed
· LibreOffice Writer includes a zoom slider in its status bar and a View > Zoom dialog with custom zoom percentages and view modes such as Single Page and Book View
Zoom increments
Zoom increments determine how much the magnification level changes each time a zoom command is used.
· The "Change zoom increments" dropdown in Settings > Accessibility > Magnifier controls how much the zoom level changes per keypress
· Standard options: 5%, 10%, 25%, 50%, 100% (default), 200%, and 400%
· The default of 100% doubles the zoom level with each press; smaller values allow more gradual adjustment

