ChromeOS Magnifier is a built-in screen magnification tool included with ChromeOS on Chromebooks and ChromeOS devices. It requires no additional downloads or purchases. ChromeOS offers two magnification modes (full-screen and docked) and can be combined with other ChromeOS accessibility features such as ChromeVox, Select-to-speak, and color filters. Below is an overview of features and settings available in ChromeOS Magnifier.
Automatically open
Screen magnification software can be configured to start automatically when a device is turned on.
· Accessibility features can be enabled on the sign-in screen so the magnifier is available before login
· Once enabled in Settings > Accessibility > Display and magnification, the setting persists across restarts
Browser zoom
Browser zoom is a built-in feature in Chrome that enlarges the content of a single webpage without requiring a separate screen magnifier.
· Activate browser zoom by pressing Ctrl + + or by holding Ctrl while scrolling with a mouse wheel
· Most browsers include a "Default zoom" or "Page zoom" setting in preferences that applies a consistent zoom level across all websites
· Ctrl + 0 resets browser zoom to 100%
Color filters
Color filters modify how colors appear on screen to improve clarity, increase contrast, and reduce eyestrain.
· Color correction filters for protanopia, deuteranopia, tritanopia, and grayscale in Settings > Accessibility > Display and magnification, with adjustable intensity
· Toggle color inversion with Ctrl + Search + H
Docked view
Docked view places the magnified content in a fixed region of the screen while leaving the rest at its original size.
· Press Ctrl + Search + D to toggle the docked magnifier on and off
· The top portion of the screen shows the area around the cursor magnified, while the bottom remains at normal size
Eyestrain
Eyestrain and visual fatigue are common concerns for low vision users who spend long periods looking at a screen. ChromeOS includes several built-in features that can help reduce eye strain and improve visual comfort when used alongside ChromeOS Magnifier. A low vision specialist or vision rehabilitation professional can help fine-tune these settings for individual needs.
· Night Light (Settings > Device > Displays > Night Light) reduces the amount of blue light emitted by the screen by shifting toward warmer, amber tones. Color temperature and schedule are both adjustable.
· Dark theme (Settings > Personalization > Set wallpaper and style) applies a darker color palette across ChromeOS, useful in low-light environments.
· Color correction filters (Settings > Accessibility > Display and magnification) include filters for several types of color vision deficiency with adjustable intensity, in addition to grayscale.
· Color inversion (toggle with Ctrl + Search + H) swaps light and dark values, which some users find less fatiguing than bright backgrounds.
· Display size (Settings > Device > Displays) enlarges everything on screen at the system level, reducing how much additional Magnifier zoom is needed.
· Text size in Chrome (Settings > Appearance > Font size) enlarges webpage text independently.
· Select-to-speak (Search + S) reads selected text aloud, giving the eyes periodic rest from visual reading.
Full screen
Full screen magnification enlarges the entire display uniformly. Press Ctrl + Search + M to toggle the full-screen magnifier on and off
Gestures
Touch gestures provide a way to control screen magnification on touchscreen Chromebooks.
· On touchscreen Chromebooks, two-finger drag can pan in full-screen magnification
· Pinch-to-zoom on a touchscreen or trackpad to increase or decrease browser zoom
Hotkeys/keyboard shortcuts
Keyboard shortcuts allow quick control of ChromeOS Magnifier without navigating through menus.
· Toggle full-screen magnifier: Ctrl + Search + M (or Ctrl + Launcher + M)
· Toggle docked magnifier: Ctrl + Search + D (or Ctrl + Launcher + D)
· Adjust zoom level (full-screen): Ctrl + Alt + Brightness Up / Down
· Pan in full-screen mode: Move the mouse to the screen edges
· Toggle color inversion: Ctrl + Search + H
· View all ChromeOS keyboard shortcuts: Ctrl + Alt + /
Invert colors
Inverting colors swaps light and dark values on the screen. Toggle color inversion with Ctrl + Search + H
Keyboard focus
Keyboard focus tracking causes the magnified view to follow the keyboard focus indicator automatically.
· Both the full-screen and docked magnifier can follow the keyboard focus and text caret automatically
· "Magnifier follows ChromeVox focus" is enabled by default
Magnification level (Power)
Magnification level refers to how much larger items appear compared to their original 1x size.
· Preset levels: 2x, 4x, 6x, 8x, 10x, 12x, 14x, 16x, 18x, 20x
· A custom zoom level can also be entered in the settings dropdown in Settings > Accessibility > Display and magnification
Original view (1x)
ChromeOS Magnifier can be toggled off quickly.
· Press Ctrl + Search + M (full-screen) or Ctrl + Search + D (docked) to toggle the magnifier off
· Browser zoom: Ctrl + 0 resets to 100%
Picture/screenshot
ChromeOS Magnifier magnifies images displayed on screen in the same way it magnifies text and other content. Screenshots generally capture the original unmagnified screen; behavior may vary depending on the screenshot tool used
Quick access
Quick access features make it possible to enable, disable, or adjust ChromeOS Magnifier without navigating through menus.
· Quick Settings includes an Accessibility section for toggling the magnifier
· An Accessibility icon can also be shown in the system tray for one-click access
· Ctrl + Search + M and Ctrl + Search + D toggle the magnifiers from anywhere
Scaling displays
Display scaling adjusts the overall size of text, icons, and interface elements at the operating system level. Set Display size in Settings > Device > Displays
Screen readers and magnification
Screen magnification is sometimes paired with a screen reader.
· ChromeOS Magnifier can be used simultaneously with ChromeVox, the built-in ChromeOS screen reader
· Enable ChromeVox with Ctrl + Alt + Z
Text to speech
Text-to-speech (TTS) reads on-screen text aloud and can be used alongside ChromeOS Magnifier. For Select-to-speak: Press Search + S, then select text to have it read aloud; enable in Settings > Accessibility > Text-to-Speech
Word processing
Word processing applications like Google Docs, Microsoft Word, and LibreOffice Writer are commonly used with ChromeOS Magnifier.
· Use word processor zoom controls (View > Zoom) alongside ChromeOS Magnifier
· Increase the default font size and apply accessible fonts to reduce the magnification level needed
Zoom increments
Zoom increments refer to how much the magnification level changes each time the zoom in or zoom out command is used.
· Steps through preset zoom levels (2x, 4x, 6x, 8x, 10x, 12x, 14x, 16x, 18x, 20x) using Ctrl + Alt + Brightness Up / Down
· A custom zoom level can also be entered directly in the settings dropdown

